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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-16 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 -4, 11 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "optionally under spring action". This limitation in no 
way limits the components of the invention, as being under spring action is "optional" 
and, as such, is unnecessary. 

Regarding claims 13, 14 and 16 the phrase "for example" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1 - 8 and 10 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Borneuf (FR 2,792,213). Borneuf discloses a ski comprising: 

• a device for affixing a cover to a ski sole (Fig. 3); 

• a fixing plate securable to said ski sole (Fig. 3, item 22); 

• said fixing plate securing a forward portion of a band (Fig. 3, item 5); 

• said fixing mechanism being secured to said ski by means of a rivet 
arrangement (Fig. 3, item 25); 

• said fixing mechanism including a glider covering on an outward facing 
side (Fig. 3, item 22); 

• said ski sole configured to receive a retaining piece at said forward portion 
of said band (Fig. 3, item 14); 

• said retaining piece being designed to be placed at least partly within a 
recessed portion of said ski sole and being held in place by said fixing 
plate (Fig. 3); 

• at least one bolt designed for engagement with a fixing hole wherein said 
bolt has means for locking said retaining piece to said ski sole (Figs. 3 - 
5); 

• said fixing hole being dimensioned to extend from a lower side of said ski 
sole to an upper side (Fig. 4); 

• wherein said at least one bolt is two bolts (Fig. 3); 

• wherein said fixing hole and said bolt having at least one curved portion 
(Figs. 4 and 5). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 9 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 16 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Osborn (1 ,989,377) discloses a ski creeper; 

• Matthee et al. (2,1 89,760) disclose a fitting for fixing skins to skis; 

• Buchmuller (3,178,194) discloses a training ski; 

• Case (4,564,21 0) discloses a cross-country ski; 

• Matthews (4,666,1 78) discloses a ski climber; 

• Bejean et al. (5,221 ,104) disclose a device for preventing backward 
slippage of a cross-country ski; 

• Sunterland (6,1 05,990) discloses a system for mounting climbing fabric to 
a ski; 
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• Ayliffe (6,471 ,234) discloses an apparatus for affixing climbing skins to 
skis; 

• Gousie (6,659,492) discloses a ski for uphill and downhill skiing; 

• Long (6,837,512) discloses an apparatus for improving human mobility on 
snow surfaces; 

• Dieupart (FR 2,234,909) discloses a ski; 

• Schmid (DE 3,31 8,259) discloses a ski. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN D. WALTERS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8269. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am - 
5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



John D. Walters 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



/Christopher P Ellis/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



